
 

 

ST JOSEPH’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
Part of the Edmund Rice Family 

27th February 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians,   
  
As you will no doubt be aware in the recent news, there have been further outbreaks of the Coronavirus 
within Europe. Whilst there have been no confirmed cases locally there have been reports of people 
returning from overseas travel being tested and so we are writing to emphasise the school’s current 
position. 

  
We continue to monitor the situation regularly and to follow the advice of Public Health England (PHE).  

 
As a school with pupils and families who travel overseas, we are asking families to increase their vigilance 
and to inform the school immediately of any possibility of infection.  Guidance is available on the NHS 
website regarding the Coronavirus and the symptoms to look out for:  
 

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
  
The advice from Public Health England (PHE) to schools is being updated on a daily basis and should 
there be any changes, we will advise families immediately.  Currently they recommend that schools 
where a staff member or pupil is suspected of having the virus do not need to close.   There should be no 
restrictions while laboratory tests for Covid-19 are being carried out and there is no need to send other 
children or staff home.   

 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has advised against all but essential travel to China.  They are 
also advising against all but essential travel to certain areas of South Korea and ten small towns in the 

Lombardy region and in the Veneto region of Italy.  The FCO is not advising against travel to any other 
country/territory as a result of coronavirus risk.   It is highly likely that restrictions will still be in place at 
Easter, and I would urge parents who are planning to travel to or receive visitors from an area which is 

currently at risk or becomes so before the start of the summer term to self-isolate in the UK for a period 
of 14 days before being readmitted to school.  
 
Should the virus begin to spread within the UK, this guidance will be updated in accordance with the 
Chief Medical Officers' requirements.  
St Joseph’s Preparatory School recognises that in order to minimise the risk of spreading infections in 
school it is necessary to maintain good hygiene. Handwashing is one of the most important ways of 

controlling the spread of infections and pupils will be updated on hand hygiene along with being 
encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with a tissue. Wash hands after using or disposing of tissues 
as coughing and sneezing easily spread infections. The school will provide hand sanitisers around the 
school; however, we would also be happy for pupils to bring in their own hand sanitisers for use during 
this time.  

 
Please be assured that the health and welfare of each and every member of the school community is our 

primary concern. I am extremely grateful to everyone for your ongoing support and engagement and I 
shall continue to keep you updated as the situation develops.  
   
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
Mr D Hood BA (Joint Hons), PGCE 
Headteacher  
 
 

“I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me as have said” Luke 1:38 
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