
 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
Part of the Edmund Rice Family 

 

18 March 2020 

  

Dear Parents, 

  

Yesterday, the Government stepped up corona virus measures with new guidance as the country 

enters a phase of “suppression”. This relates to the social distancing of people who are at risk for 12 

weeks. These include people over 70 years old, people with significant health issues and pregnant 

women. Further guidance can be found here:  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-

vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-

people-and-vulnerable-adults 

 

If your child suffers from any of the medical conditions mentioned in the guidance above, the 

recommendation is that they also remain at home. Work will be set for them to do remotely.  

 

Advice now advocates whole household isolation in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak: If you or another member of the household have symptoms of coronavirus, then all 

household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period 

starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. For anyone in the household who 

starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms 

appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the original 14-day isolation period. 

The symptoms are:  

 A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above)  

 A new, continuous cough 

The full stay at home guidance for households with these symptoms can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

   

 As highlighted in the Sentinel yesterday some schools have already made the decision to close due 

to staffing issues and there is much debate about whether schools will continue to remain open in 

the current climate. It is widely anticipated that at some point in the future Schools will be asked to 

close and in the event of that happening before the end of term, we will implement remote working 

processes and send you details of how to access this provision. 

It should be noted that we intend to remain open as long as it is practical to do so or until 

government advice states that we should close.  

  

The health and well-being of our School community is our top priority and our thoughts and 

prayers are with all of those who have been affected during this difficult time. Should you have any 

concerns, please first contact Mrs Pickford in the school office on 01782 417533 or 

enquiries@stjosephsprepschool.co.uk  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr D Hood BA (Joint Hons), PGCE 

Headteacher  
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