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Dear Parents, 

 

I am writing following the announcement from the Governors that I will be retiring at 

Christmas 2019. 

 

This is not a decision which I have taken lightly but one which I have arrived at after much 

thought and prayer. 

I joined St Joseph’s Preparatory school in January 1998; the school was then a much 

different school than it is today being an integral part at that time of St Joseph’s College. 

The school has metamorphosized over the years and it has been a privilege to work with 

many dedicated staff and Governors to bring the school to the place where it is today. 

I would like to thank the current school family team for their hard work and support. I will 

miss them all. 

 

The face of education has changed dramatically over two decades, however, what 

underpins teaching and learning has remained the same-it has always been a real joy for me 

as a teacher when I have seen ‘the spark’ and know that a child has grasped a concept or 

has been captivated by something that has been said. How lovely that children and their 

families have brought me owls from all corners of the globe because ‘Mrs Hutchinson 

loves owls’! I shall very much miss running my weekly Nature Club as I have had so much 

fun with the children and we have learnt such a lot together. 

 

You will be aware that I fell in the Pre Prep playground at the end of last term and that my 

recovery has been slower than I anticipated and due to the nature of my injury I have been 

a ‘captive audience’ giving me time to reflect. I have come to realise that it is time to ‘hang 

up my chalk’ and pass on the baton in true Mr Ferris style!  

 

It has been a privilege be Head teacher of St Joseph’s Preparatory School and I pray that it 

will continue to be a very special place as it moves forward into the future. 

 

John 10:10 tells us that Jesus came that we may have life and have it to the full; in 

retirement I am looking forward to living life to its fullest. 

 

May God bless and keep you all. 

 

 
Susan Hutchinson 
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