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On 7th May the school took part in a shared Mass with pupils 
from St Joseph’s College to celebrate the life of Blessed      
Edmund Rice.  

Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice, CFC, was a Roman Catholic 
Missionary and Educationalist and was the founder of the   
Christian Brothers.  

On Monday 10th June, we all enjoyed our First Holy   
Communion and Confirmation Celebratory Mass. 
Congratulations to all those who are or have taken their 
Holy Sacrament and begin their new journey and strength-
en their faith. 

Alton Castle Residential Seeks Inspiration! 

Prep Five had the opportunity to spend three days at Alton Castle on a 
residential retreat. The children were able to experience a number of 
different activities during their stay, to name but a few there was         
Orienteering, Trekking, Wall Climbing. Children also had time to pray 
and reflect during Mass. 

Pupil’s who have recently their First Holy Communion or Confirmation Sacraments also had the opportunity to spend the day 
at Alton Castle. They also took part in fun team building activities and had time for prayer and reflection.  



 

We Celebrate the Month of May with Our Lady, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The weather was fantastic on Tuesday 14th May as 
we celebrated May Day and the Crowning of our 
‘new’ May Queen, Betsy. Betsy looked so pretty in 
her special dress. 
 
Thank you to the school family for sending in such 
beautiful poesy's for this joyous occasion and to 
decorate Our Lady. 
 
We would like to thank Mrs Parrish and the children 
of Prep 3 who lead us in our procession, Mrs Bailey 
and the musicians for their music accompaniment. 
 
Betsy looked amazing as our May Queen, and the 
Morris dancing was lovely to see. 
 
The donations of flowers were then taken to the 
Douglas Macmillan Hospice, where they were used 
to brighten up the rooms and wards. Some of the 
flowers were also sold/donations were made to the 
Hospice. Thank you!  



Design and Technology Week 
During our Design and Technology Week the children 
in the Prep Department took part in the “The Cast of 

Thousands”. 
These will be displayed in an exhibition in September 

at Spode. 

All children from Nursery through to Prep Six 
thoroughly enjoyed a wide range of activities 
during our Design and Technology Week. 

The Pre Prep Department created toys, whilst 
the Prep Department looked at animation and 
creating their own small animation pieces. 

A fantastic learning experience for all! 

During Humanities Week, the children took part in a number of different activities. 

The School’s focus continued  with the Animal theme - studying Animal Explorers 
such as David Attenborough and Gerald Durrell.  

Pre Prep One also looked at Dinosaurs. 

We welcomed Staffordshire Wildlife into school to lead a presentation on their work 
with the wildlife in this area. The Staffordshire Wildlife Trust is our chosen charity for 
this year. All the children enjoyed this and gained a lot of new knowledge on this topic. 

Humanities Week 

Prep 6 Trip - Stanley Head Outdoor Retreat 
Prep 6 enjoyed a trip to Stanley Head and took part in High Ropes and Bush Craft despite the weather conditions. All the chil-

dren were well behaved and enjoyed this experience. 

Congratulations to Mr Harding, Mrs Pickford and Mrs Edwards who     
attended the Edmund Rice Network Garden Party on in June where they 
were awarded the Edmund Rice Charism Award for Leadership. 

Well done on your achievements!  



Sporting Fixtures 

ISA MIDLAND KWIK CRICKET TOURNAMENT 

The cricket tournament was played at Moddershall and Oulton cricket club. There were 13 schools 

that entered the competition and there were 14 teams in the tournament and they were divided into 

3 groups group A, B and C. We were in Group A and we played three games and won all three. We 

played St. Peters, Dixie Grammar and Lucton. We progressed onto the semi-finals and lost to  

Akeley wood and they progressed to the final of the competition. We then played Heathfield Knoll for 

3rd place play off and we won it comfortably. Ruckleigh won the tournament and beat Akeley wood in 

the final of the competition. We also hosted the tournament.  

Captains player of the tournament was Alfie W.—Congratulations Alfie! 

St Joseph's Preparatory School Sports Round-up - Summer Term 

St Joseph's began the term competing in the South Stoke U'9 Cross Country event on Tue 7th May at Trentham         

Academy. Here we entered 14 runners from Prep 3 & 4 and over a surprisingly short distance of 600m and 800m         

respectively, P3 Girls and P4 Boys both finished in 3rd place behind St Teresa's and Ash Green. Top 10 individual       

performances were recorded by Madeline (4th), Amirah A. (5th) and Harrison K. (7th). The following day saw St Joseph's 

return to Trentham Academy to defend their title of U'9 South Stoke Short-Tennis Champions. Here, two boys and two 

girls competed in four singles matches of 7 minutes duration and unfortunately we lost our first set of matches 3-1. We 

won the next two 4-0 and finished Runners-up to Sutherland Primary. As Runners-up, we now attend the County Finals 

event at Draycott Tennis Club on Wednesday 3rd July. A festival event will also be held on the same day, allowing us to 

take 6 other children to play some friendly matches v children from 8 other Schools. Stay tuned for the results of these 

matches in our next bullet-in. 

On Monday 20th May, we hosted the 16th ISA Midlands Kwik Cricket Tournament on a beautifully sunny day at      

Moddershall Cricket Club. 15 Schools from across the region took part, with each School playing 3 group games in the 

morning and 2 further games in the afternoon to decide overall finish positions. St Joseph's started the tournament very 

well indeed, topping group A and beating St Peter's from Kettering by 35 runs, Dixie Junior from Bosworth by 27 runs and 

Lucton from Leominster by 33 runs. The top 4 teams in the tournament then competed for the medals and St Joseph's 

drew Akeley Wood from Buckingham. Unfortunately, we were well beaten by 33 runs and therefore, had to play Heathfield 

Knoll School from Kidderminster in the 3rd place play-off. We comfortably won this last game by 41 runs and Ruckleigh 

School from Birmingham beat Akeley Wood in the Final. Notable performances with both bat and ball were displayed by 

Alfie W. and Fraser. 

The ISA Midlands Athletics Meet was once again held at the magnificent Alexander Stadium in Perry Barr, Birmingham 

during the first week of June and St Joseph's took a team of 19 boys and girls from Prep 4&6 (Prep 5 were unfortunately 

on their residential trip to Alton Castle). All performers gave a good account of themselves against some very strong   

competition from around the region, but our best performers were new boy Tanashe who came 4th in the Year 4 Boys 

60m Sprint Final and Macey who finished 3rd in the Year 6 Girls 80m Sprint Final and won the High Jump with a new   

personal best performance of 1.30m. Macey therefore represented the Midlands at the National Athletics Championships 

two weeks later and won another National Bronze medal to match that of last year. Very well done Macey - Another     

superhuman effort. The final two events of the Summer were our School Swimming Gala, held at Denstone College and 

our Sports Day on the playing fields of Oakhill Primary. The former was sadly curtailed somewhat due to road works on 

the way to Denstone, but everyone had a swim, if not a competitive race. And we were very fortunate to beat the rain on 

Sports Day recently - the photographs of which can now be viewed and purchased online. 

Our thanks go out to Moddershall CC, Denstone College and Oakhill Primary for the use of their facilities once again and 

to all those Parents who supported the various events this Summer. Fingers crossed for a good performance at the   

County U'9 Short Tennis Tournament next week.   

Winner, Macey at The Alexander Stadium!        Fraser - Star performer!          Amirah in action!     Harrison and Matthew                                                                                                                                                     

                   playing fantastically well!                                    



Sports Day 

 
 
Children from Pre Prep 2 through to Prep 6 took part in our annual swimming gala. 
The children always enjoy this event, especially when we get to sample the     
wonderful food prepared for them by Denstone College. 
Our grateful thanks are shared with Denstone for accommodating us. 

Our sports day took place on Monday 24th June at Oakhill 
Primary School. 
All pupil’s  enjoyed themselves and there was, as always lots 
of encouragement from the side lines! 
Congratulations to everyone for taking part! 

Congratulations to Chloe 
in Prep 5 who  raised 

£500 for  
Cancer Research when 

she completed her 5k run 
in June. 

Well done Chloe we are 
all very proud of you! 

Congratulations Chloe in Prep 5!  

We shed a tear as we say our farewells to our 
Prep 6! 

As we come to the end of another busy school year, 
we would like to say ‘Goodbye and Good Luck’ to  the 

children of Prep Six, as they move on to pastures new.  
 

We pray that they will make new friends and continue 
to be successful in all that they do. 

God Bless! 

We end the summer term with our annual 
Prize Giving at The Stoke Repertory       
Theatre. This year’s production was ‘Jungle 
Book’. 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make 
this such a successful evening.  

Athletics at Alexandra 

Swimming Gala 2019 

Speech Night and Concert 



 

Silver Award Achievers 

Silver Owl Awards: Kyra  

Reception: Karim; Yifan; Mishal; Rayna; Florence; Layla-Mai  
 
Pre Prep One: Olaoluwa; Taya; Jo;  Ibrahi; Khalid; Sylvie; James 
 

Pre Prep Two: Tara; Hayat; Harry; Eliza; Oliver; Jessica W. 

Prep Three: Amelia; Aryan; Caitlin,: Madeline; Tanashe; Ollie  

Prep Four: Amirah A.; Matthew 

Prep Five: Hashim; Alfie; William; Amar; Edward 

Prep Six: Alfie; Amelia H; Ruby W; Saad; Aedan 

 

 

Prep Four Pen Licences  

Awarded to:  

Rishad; Freya; Dora; Damian 

Handwriting Awards for Pre Prep and Prep Departments: 

 

Prep Three: Aryan  

 

Prep Four: Dora  

 

Prep Five: Amelia  


